Love flieth aloft and will not be held back by lowly
matters. Love longeth to be free and to be estranged from
all earthly affection, lest its inner longing be hindered,
lest it be shackled by any temporal comfort or sink be-
neath any temporal distress.
Nothing is sweeter than Love, nothing stronger, nothing
higher, nothing broader, nothing more pleasant, nothing
better nor more full in earth or heaven; because Love is
born of God, nor can it find rest beyond all things created
save in God.
Love flieth, runneth, and rejoiceth : it is free and can-
not be held.
It giveth all for all .things and holdeth all in all things,
because it resteth in one supreme thing above all things,
from which every good floweth and proceedeth.
It respecteth not gifts, but turneth itself, above all
goods, to the giver.
Often Love knoweth no limit, flaming like fire above
every limit.
Love feeleth no burden, reckoneth no labours, desireth
above its strength, considered! nought impossible, be-
cause it holdeth all things to be lawful and possible unto
itself.
Therefore it is strong unto all things, and undertaketh
and fulfilled! many things, where he that loveth not
fainteth and is laid low.
Love keepeth watch and sleeping sleepeth not. In weari-
ness it is not weary, in oppression not oppressed, in terrors
it is not perturbed. But as a living flame and a burning
torch it leapeth aloft and winneth unto safety.
If any loveth, he knoweth what this voice calleth.
A great cry in the ears of God is this burning affection
of the spirit, which saith: My God thou art my Love :
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